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Sir: 



PRELIMINARY AMENDMENT 

This application is an RCE of prior U.S.S.N.: 09/506,713, filed on February 18, 
2000. Before consideration on the merits, please amend the above-identified 
application as set forth herein. 

IN THE CLAIMS: 

Please amend claims 3, 4, 7, 9, 10 and 12 to read as follows: 



3. A perforated tray without downcomer in a perforated tray tower without 
downcomer; 



